Westhill High School

Syllabus for Grade 10, General English, Periods 2 & 4

Teacher: Ms. Tobin

E-mail: tobinwhs@gmail.com, Phone Messages: 1 (203) 968-9658

School Mission: Westhill High School values learning because it promotes academic excellence, civic responsibility, and personal growth. Our community provides all students with opportunities to acquire, analyze, and apply knowledge.

Course Description: This course examines the interpretation of literature through the mediums of the short story, the novel, and expository articles. Instruction focuses on written and oral expression including the persuasive essay and literary response with attention to research, editing, and oral expression skills.  While students prepare for the CAPT, they develop interpretive skills and become fluent in written response to literature.

State of Connecticut English Language Arts Curriculum Standards: 

· Reading and Responding

Students read, comprehend and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

· Exploring and Responding to Literature

Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many different cultures and literary periods.

· Communicating with Others

Students produce written, oral and visual texts to express, develop and substantiate ideas and experiences.

· Applying English Language Conventions


Students apply the conventions of standard English in oral, written and visual communication.
CT State Curriculum Standards for Grade 10: (Students will demonstrate)

· the ability to make connections between their own lives, various works of literature, and the text;

· the ability to analyze and evaluate the text for recurrent literary patterns and themes;

· the ability to use the writing process to focus, organize, support, and develop ideas in various formal and informal modes of writing and speaking;

· the ability to write in a wide variety of personal, academic, and creative modes;

· the ability to compose a thesis paper based on literature;

· the ability to read both fiction and nonfiction and compose a research-based persuasive response in preparation for performance testing;

· the ability to evaluate, synthesize, and apply ideas from reading, viewing, and listening;

· the ability to understand other cultures through literature;

· the ability to work independently and in self-directed collaborative groups.

Course Objectives: (Students will know and be able to)

· Organize clear, logical, persuasive, literary, narrative, and other modes of written and oral expression;

· Analyze, interpret and identify salient literary themes;

· Enhance close reading skills;

· Incorporate and cite text for support and ability to elaborate on a topic;

· Question inconsistencies in logic, separate fact from opinion, demonstrate problem-solving skills, determine realistic and compelling arguments, and substantiate controlling ideas with essential text references;

· Articulate clear, logical, and insightful compositions in a variety of oral and written formats to appropriately distinguish formal from informal conventions;

· Employ literary devices to illuminate larger thematic concerns;

· Strategically apply knowledge of CAPT reflection, interpretation, connection, and evaluation exam techniques in simulated test scenarios;

· Engage actively in classroom discussions as both speaker and listener to create a highly committed, focused, and collaborative community of learners.

Grading Policy: (All Quarters)
· Journals (once a week) – 15%

· Periodic Pop Quizzes, Tests (frequent, fact-based, on in-class reading / notes) – 15%

· Homework Writing / Projects (three or so times a week) – 30%

· In-Class Writing / Group-work (almost daily) – 40%
Final Grade: (Determined as Follows)
· Q1: 20%

· Q2: 20%

· Q3: 20%

· Q4: 20%

· Midterm: 10%

· Final: 10%

Types of Assessment:

Journals: Entries will be written in-class, likely once every two-weeks. They will be checked toward the end of the quarter, and sharing aloud twice per quarter is required.

Periodic Pop Quizzes, Tests: Quizzes will be used to ensure that everyone is keeping up with any reading (the homework) done at home, and will be largely fact-based, including quote identification. ***Hot seat = one quiz grade.

Tests: Tests will appear as in-class Essays (one-two pages) responding to prompts on major themes, author’s intent, literary technique, etc. They will follow all major texts and packets, and prepare students for information that may appear on the midterm and final exams. Test dates will be announced ahead of time.

Homework: Similar to in-class writing, but must be turned in at the start of class on day that it is due. No exceptions.

In-class writing, Groupwork, Projects: Students will frequently respond to their homework (reading) with in-class writing prompts, and group discussion. Participation in class debates is part of this grade, and students are expected to monitor their own level of response. Additionally, students will present work of a written, oral, and “artsy” nature to their classmates at various times during the year.

Contact Information:

E-mail: I can be reached via e-mail at tobinwhs@gmail.com. I’ll try to check this account once a day, and will definitely check it multiple times on Sundays before a week when papers are due, or a test is to take place. The latest I’ll check this account on any night will be 8pm.

Phone: As an alternative to e-mail, messages can be left for me at the Yearbook voicemail, 1 (203)

968-9658.

Please feel free to give any and all of this contact info to your parents. I would be delighted to speak to them about your progress at any time.

Overall Objective: We will be seeking knowledge all year, but more importantly, asking ourselves at every turn – do we understand the knowledge we’ve gained. 

Here’s how we’ll know:

	Knowledge
	Understanding

	The facts
	The meaning of the facts

	A body of coherent facts
	The “theory” that provides coherence and meaning to those facts

	Recognizing right and wrong
	Acknowledging that there are frequent gray areas, and discussing why they exist

	“I know something to be true”
	“I understand why it is, what makes it knowledge”

	I respond on cue with “what I know”
	I judge when and when not to use what I know


And remember, any and all questions are a-okay:

You have to have knowledge to misunderstand.

Essential Reading Questions:

· Who’s the hero here? The villain? How do you know? Is it always clear?

· What is a coming-of-age novel? What isn’t?

· Why are some works considered classics? What sets them apart?

· In what ways are authors influenced by their environments? How does their work reflect this?

· From whose viewpoint are we seeing or reading or hearing? From what angle or perspective? How does this shape our understanding?

· How do we “know” what we know? What’s the evidence and how reliable is it?

· How are things, events or people connected to each other? What is the cause and what is the effect, and how do they fit together?

· What’s new and what’s old? Have we run across this idea before?

· So what? Why does it matter? What does it all mean?

The 4 core texts: (provided by the school)

The Secret Life of Bees (Sue Monk Kidd)

All Quiet on the Western Front (Erich Maria Remarque)

Catcher in the Rye (J.D. Salinger)

Othello (William Shakespeare)

Other Novels We May Look At: (to supplement our core reading)

A Separate Peace (John Knowles)

Big Fish (Daniel Wallace)
Chronicle of a Death Foretold (Gabriel Garcia Marquez)

…and other related poetry, plays, and novels.
